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Forty-one-year-old David 

Jeffries, a reporter for The 

Associated Press, Rome, Italy, 

bureau, has been exposed to a 

voodoo ritual (actually an East-

African vodún curse) against a 

young woman and her new-

born child, in the southern Italy 

town of Caserta.  Knowing 

there is a story, David 

investigates with Stefano, his  

assistant/Italian nephew (an 

intern in the AP bureau). David 

and Stefano learn there is a 

large Ghanaian refuge 

community in the region.  A 

member of the local Catholic 

Church, Padre Felice, is helping 

these East African peoples. He 

explains to David and Stefano 

the similarities between 

Catholicism and vodún. David 

tries to help Maria, who he 

fears is the victim of the curse, 

along with her three-month-old

Southern Italy’s 
Camorra and the 
Catholic Church

meet
East African 

Tradition and the 
Cult of Vodún
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baby—from a black, Ghanaian father.  Stefano, after consulting a 

long-time friend in the local Carabinieri headquarters, seeks to get 

information from Ghanaian prostitutes, under the control of 

camorra traffickers. In the process he becomes a target. David’s 

friend, Michele, tries to convince him, to stay away from the new 

mother and forget about writing the story.  Returning to his hotel 

room, Stephano finds a voodoo doll. David continues his efforts to 

convince the young, Italian mother that she is in danger—only to 

face her nearly two-meter-tall boyfriend. Moving closer to the 

truth, the investigators discover that Padre Felice in not only head 

of the Santa Maria della Croce church, but also part of the 

Capasso family—which heads the local camorra (racketeering, 

drugs, human trafficking of immigrants, prostitution, etc.). Padre 

Felice is the family’s ”king-pin” within the church. In addition, the 

priest supports the Ghanaian population and their Vodún religion-

cult within the lower chambers of the church. David, after 

receiving a voice message from Stephano, goes to the church.  

Rather than finding his nephew, he comes face-to-face with Padre 

Felice. During their discussion, the priest reveals an altar with the 

Vodún curse that David first saw. “The curse is far from over,” 

says Felice.  “In fact, it is just beginning.” With that he reveals 

another altar, where Stephano hangs, dead.  “How is your young 

wife, Jennifer?” Asks Padre Felice.  David lashes out at him, 

ultimately killing the priest with an animal’s horn from the Vodún

altar.  David, driving back to Rome, calls his wife to ensure
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she is all right.

When he enters his apartment, met by Jennifer, he tries to speak, 

but the words come out incoherently.  Looking worried but happy, 

Jennifer says: “Stop. Before you go any further, I have something 

to say. I am pregnant!”  Images and the voices of those he had 

interviewed over the past three days appear in David’s mind: 

“This is obviously an East African vodún curse, against a

pregnant woman and her baby.” – the voodoo expert consulted

by David and Stefano.

“In order for the curse to work, the victim must physically see

it.” – David discovered the voodoo figures across the restaurant

parking lot before anyone else.

“Traditionally, something belonging to the victim must be

included in the curse.” – voodoo expert.

“Have you seen my blue scarf” – Jennifer.

“David, give me your pen.” – Michele

“The curse is far from over” – Padre Felice.
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“You see Mr. Jeffries, everything is part of the arrangement in

what you call, the curse. The mother, wrapped in a blue scarf,

the child, a dangling pen belonging to the father, the horn of a

wife that is unfaithful, and the skull of death, where all this

leads.” – Padre Felice.

We see Jennifer’s face, beaming with a smile.

We see David’s face, in horror, as he realizes that, all along, he

has been the victim of the vodún curse.
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M. David Jeffries, i.e., David, 

(LEAD) (41), American living in 

Rome, Italy.  A career journalist 

working for The Associated Press 

Rome bureau.  He was sent here 

because of his ability to speak 

Italian.

Stefano de Luca, (CO-

LEAD) (24), Italian 

nephew of David.  David 

got Stefano  an internship 

with the AP Rome bureau.

Jennifer Jeffries 

(SUPPORTING) (36), American 

wife of David. Works as a 

volunteer at English language 

library of the Santa Susana 

Church in Rome.
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Michele Caccavale 

(SUPPORTING) (40), Italian 

writer, friends with David, after 

meeting him three years ago, at a 

press conference to announce a 

film for which Michele had 

written the screenplay.  He lives 

in Caserta, Italy.

Stefania Giorgi (SUPPORTING) 

(34), Wife of Michele, works at a 

local theater group along with her 

husband. Became friends with 

David and Jennifer two years ago 

in Rome.

Padre Felice (SUPPORTING) (51), 

Priest at the Santa Maria della Croce 

Church. Studied business at 

University of Notre Dame, USA. He 

entered the clergy upon returning to 

Italy.  His family runs the camorra

activities north of Naples, Italy.
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Pilot SummeryLead

In 427 BC a young girl is chosen by the gods to become 

the Sibyl--oracle of the Greco-Romans people of 

Cumae. Though she lives to fulfill her mission—
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EXT. BLACK - DAY

Sounds of Italian speakers in an outdoor restaurant setting.

DAVID (V.O.)

I sat with my eyes closed, taking in the warm southern 

Italian sun. Mixed aromas danced through the breeze as 

margarita pizzas were toasted as only a wood-burning, 

beehive oven can do.

MICHELE

David.

Scene shot from David's POV, as he opens, closes, and re-opens 

his eyes.

DAVID

Yeah?

David lifts his sunglasses and looks at his friend.

Tables are arranged outside an Italian pizzeria. At one, David, 

Michele, and Stefania, Michele's wife, sit. It is late 

afternoon, but there is still plenty of sun, which bathes their 

table. In front of each is a place mat, fork, knife and a 

pitcher of cold beer in the middle. Each has a tall glass 

containing beer.

MICHELE

I think the bureau chief has you working too hard. You 

can't even keep your eyes open. That's why I asked you and 

Jenny here for the weekend.  Too bad she couldn't make it.
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As Michele talks, David tips his head from side-to-side to get 

rid of the stiffness in his neck. Then he looks right. In the 

distance, across the parking lot, a figure sitting in a broken 

window of an abandoned, vine and brush-covered building, 

catches his eye. He stares.

DAVID

What is that?

Michele stops talking.

STEFANIA

What is what?

DAVID

Over there. That old building over there. Look at the 

broken window. There's something there. That little thing.  

It looks like...

STEFANIA

La Madonna.
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DAVID

Yeah. It does. Just like the Virgin Mary.

They look across the 50 meters to the window, Michele squinting 

as if he has not yet seen the doll-like figure.

MICHELE

Oh, yeah. Now I see it. Like those little statues they 

sell at the Sanctuary in Pompeii. Stefy, what's the name?

STEFANIA

La Beata Vergine del Rosario.

Without saying anything, David stands and take a step towards 

the parking lot.

MICHELE

Hey, where are you going?

DAVID

I'll be right back. I want to get a closer look.

STEFANIA

David the pizzas are almost ready, you can look at it 

later.

DAVID

Just a minute.

MICHELE

Journalists, always curious. And always have to 

investigate now.  You know your wife is right, you just 

can't get away from your work. I don't blame her for not 

coming this weekend. She's probably living it up in Rome 

right now.
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David, already half-way across the parking lot, gazes as the 

tiny "statue of the Virgin Mary" begins to take shape. A few 

more steps and...he freezes. His face is serious. Eyes gazing. 

The image of the Virgin Mary transforms into a doll. It appears 

to have a bloated belly, as if pregnant. It was held in place 

with a noose around its neck. To the upper left, another doll. 

This one tiny, a child. Further up, a horn, frequently used in 

southern Italy as a sign of female infidelity. David's eyes 

follow the cord that links all three figures--the dolls and the 

horn--upwards along the wall. The cord is ultimately tied to a 

skull that is mounted and merging from the abandoned building.

Footsteps are heard across the parking lot as Michele and 

Stefania approach.
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MICHELE

"Hey, c’mon, I don't mean..."

Michele's words stop short.

STEFANIA

Oh my god...

Stefania stops next to David and gives the Catholic sign of the 

cross.  She whispers

STEFANIA

Voodoo.

David reaches in his back pocket to retrieve an iPhone 12.

DAVID

I have to get pictures of this.

TITLE CARD:
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Actors

Eric St John 
(David)

Eric St. John is an 

American actor residing in 

Los Angeles. Some of his 

Television and Film 

credits include General 

Hospital, Passions, It's a 

Miracle, True Beauty This 

Night, Afterlife, The 

Boarder, The Shifting, 

Being American, and 

Bullet. Eric recently 

completed the feature film 

Ride The Thunder playing 

the lead role of John 

Ripley-based on real life 

war hero Col. John Ripley 

from the best-selling book 

Ride The Thunder by 

Richard Botkin.
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Actors

Luca Cerbone 
(Stefano)

Italian-American actor, 

Luca Cerbone, was 

recognized for his role in 

It Is What It Is at the New 

York Best Actor Awards. 

He subsequently went on 

to also win Best Young 

Actor at the Los Angeles 

Independent Shorts 

Awards. This success 

landed him a co-star role 

in the dramatic film, Song 

of the Fly.  Cerbone has 

captured a lead role in the 

TV series, Guardians of 

the Gods and is cast for 

the film The Oracle.
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Actors

James 
Tumminia 

(Padre Felice)

Emmy nominated, American 

producer and actor James 

Tumminia lives between Los

Angeles and Milan, Italy, He 

has appeared in more than

23 films and 22 television 

shows, such as Criminal 

Minds, All She Wrote, 

Vampire Diaries and The 

Young and The Restless.  

He is a member of the 

Screen Actors Guild, 

American Federation of 

Television and Radio Artists, 

Academy of Television Arts & 

Sciences and Producers 

Guild of America.
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Writer/Producer

Michael Sedge 

Award-winning journalist, 

author, producer and 

entrepreneur, Michael Sedge 

has written three TV 

documentaries, 17 books, 

over 4,000 published articles 

and produced five films and 

one television series. 

His lists of clients include 

AT&T, McDonald’s, MCI 

International, Mobil Oil and 

the U.S. Department of 

Defense, and Department of 

State.

Sedge is a former director-at-

large of the American Society 

of Journalists and Authors, 

and regional president of the 

American Chamber of 

Commerce in Italy as well as 

regional president of the 

Society of American Military 

Engineers.  His current title 

include founder, president 

and producer of The Sedge 

Group, LLC (USA, Bahrain, 

Djibouti and Italy).

Michael Sedge with Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa, King of Bahrain.
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Producer

Rino Piccolo

For nearly three decades 

Rino Piccolo has been a 

fixture in the Italian and 

international film industry.

He has played a role in 

nearly 100 successful 

television and movie 

productions, including such 

themes as Star Wars, 007, 

Mission Impossible, 

Celebrity MasterChef, The 

Borgias, Angels and 

Demons, The Man from 

U.N.C.L.E., Spectre, 7 

Minutes, Zoolander 2, and 

others.

Under his OSNA 

Productions label, Piccolo 

released Song of the Fly, a 

dark thriller, in 2022.

Piccolo is also the director 

of the Latina Film Studios 

in West-Central Italy.

Rino Piccolo on set with Seth Rogen
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CONCEPT TALENT TEAM PRODUCTION MARKET ANALYSIS INVESTORS ACTION

All rights to Vodún, both legal and artistic,

are owned and registered by

The Sedge Group, LLC.

Contact: Michael Sedge

Tel. +39 339.703.2762

Email. msedge@thesedgegroup.com
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